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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
VIA: Deputy Director of Central Intelligence

FROM: John E. Koehler .
Deputy to the DCI for Resource Management

SUBJECT : Reactions to the President's Acknowledgment
of the Fact of Satellite Photoreconnaissance

REFERENCE: State Dept Memo to Dr. Brzezinski, same subject,
dtd Oct 14, 1978

1. (U) Action Requested: None. For your information only.

2. (C) Background:

a. The President directed declassification of the "fact
of" satellite photoreconnaissance and publicly acknowledged
this fact in a 1 October speech on space policy.

b. The Department of State was tasked, by the NSC, to
prepare and implement a consultation plan to minimize the risk
of adverse foreign reaction. This plan was implemented just
prior to. the President's announcement, (during the period from
27-29 September).

c. Reference (attached) contains the State Department's
summary of reactions to the President's announcement.

3. (S) Discussion:

a. No adverse reactions have been noted among those of
the Congress, the U.S. public, the Soviets, our Allies, the
U.N., and foreign media. Soviet Minister Vasev did note,
however, that official U.S. acknowledgment could touch on the
sensitivities of third countries and that they may have some
problems.
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SUBJECT: Reactions to the President's Acknowledgement of
the Fact of Satellite Photoreconnaissance

b. The discussion of the U.S. public reaction is
interesting because it points out (as we had predicted at the
SPRC meeting) that acknowledgment of the "fact of" has not
completely relieved public concern about verification of a
SALT TWO agreement and that the public continues to show
skepticism and a fascination with "hardware". The State
Department memo concludes that "In the end, some discussion of
satellite photoreconnaissance beyond "fact of" may be required
to overcome public cynicism. An interagency task force chaired
by the DCI is examining the specific issue of a selective and
phased release of photoreconnaissance imagery. An options
paper is due to the PRC (Space) by February 15, 1979." This
conclusion underlines my previous comments to you about the
importance of the.DCI sponsored study on release of photo-
reconnaissance imagery and my concern about pressures for
early release in support of SALT TWO ratification.

c. I have taken steps to circulate this memo within the
Intelligence Community.

25X1
/John E. Koehler
Attachment:
State Dept Memo 25X1
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. The rronch DCH to NATO was informcdlprivatcly that

i _ Beclassificetion of the fact of sntcllit& photo- imm——
——- ___ reconnaissince does not change the- unfnvorablc Us virv-"f~4

' of the French proposal for an international verifica- .

—o .. tion agcncy. The Yrench DCM cxpresscd dizxppointmznt;?:fﬁf,
:ﬁ;::, ;.i.Except for Aultr:lia, the other allies who varc>‘1

i " informed made no comment or reaction, The Australian:

K " Department of Foreign Affairs requested |additional

information, including the text of the President’s

R zpeoch, to ansure that they could fully brief govern-_ =~ .
mant ministars.Li A ; Tt T
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' underway to formulate a US prasentation._ ' NACHIE SR
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_i*'ffffj the cenced Btate or, more likely,,(b) all such - i
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.7 _.  of arms control agraements or with the lcnled State's .o
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T _.‘openlditsamination, will need to be reassgcessed in - R
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:ﬁ;.;"i-:mozt were simply brief news reports, 1nd BOMme were f
BT -critical. ¥o pattern of reactions is apparent; the - .
éx;j?]ﬂ; ‘Story was covered by the East EuroPean’press in about
i - v'the same way as the Western European and Third: horld : ;
= ’,;lprezs. -The President's acknowledgment apparently -“i, it
; ;4h~u31: not covered by Soviet madia There is no cvidencen“'f”*
z Eflhcf continuing foreign media interest. L esidnEE
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i;fi;“: photoreconnaigsance. Many stories notad that this 'F:th
_""?;;ll:gﬁﬁply was officinl confirmaticn of ehnt was alraady it
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’ ~_ “confessing” the fact of :atellite photoreCOnnaisxancé[d.
S A large number of stories s{imply" reported that the .
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"e&py on the Soviet Union and other codntriel &nd failed

~ to make the connection to SALT and arms control -
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¢ T—--- reflect a cynical resignation about tne conduct of ~TEHE -

::::—~‘great powers.- The context, however, luggestl that- inu”ww
many cages, reporterl simply used spy 48 a synonym T
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. translating the resulting foreign language reports i el
T back into Engli:h L | i i CnTha
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